SORAMOTO ET AL. - Application No. 09/824,877 

Attorney Docket: 007874-0280041 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1.-3. (Cancelled). 

4. (Withdrawn) A server as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

a compensation-granting database for storing identification information that identifies 
said web page having said second URL which provides the deal, to which said compensation 
can be granted; wherein: 

said URL rewriting unit rewrites said second URL when identification information of 
said web page requested by the user is stored in said compensation-granting database. 

5. (Withdrawn) A server as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

a compensation-granting database for storing identification information that identifies 
said web page having said second URL which provides the deal, to which said compensation 
can be granted; wherein: 

said compensation-granting database grants compensation for said deal when 
identification information of said web page, on which the deal is performed, is. stored in said 
compensation-granting database. 

6. (Withdrawn) A server as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

a compensation-granting database for storing identification information that identifies 
said web page having said second URL which provides the deal, to which said compensation 
can be granted; and 

an indicating unit for indicating on a terminal of the user that said compensation is 
granted to said deal performed on said web page when identification information of a web 
page requested by the user is stored in said compensation-granting database. 

7. (Withdrawn) A server as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 
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a history database for storing an access history of the user accessing a web page 
having said first URL with corresponding identification information of the user; and 

a compensation-executing unit forjudging whether said deal is truly performed, when 
the user applies for compensation for said deal, using said access history stored in said history 
database, and for paying said compensation to the user when said deal is truly performed. 

8. (Withdrawn) A server as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

a history database for storing an access history of the user accessing a web page 
having said first URL with corresponding identification information of the user; and 

said compensation-granting unit judges whether to grant said compensation to the 
user, based on a time of final access to said first URL, using said access history. 

9. (Withdrawn) A server as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

a storing unit for storing information that specifies a time of final access to the web 
page having said first URL by the user; and 

said compensation-granting unit judges whether to grant said compensation to the 
user based on said time of final access stored in said storing unit. 

10. -14. (Cancelled). 

15. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 12, further comprising the step of: 
storing identification information that identifies a web page having said second URL 

which provides the deal, to which said compensation can be provided; wherein: 

said step of rewriting said second URL rewrites said second URL when identification 
information of a web page requested by the user is stored by said storing step. 

16. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 12, further comprising the step of: 
storing identification information that identifies a web page which provides a deal, to 

which said compensation can be provided; wherein: 

said step of granting said compensation grants compensation to said deal when 
identification information of a web page, on which the deal is performed, is stored by said 
storing. 
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17. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 
storing identification information that identifies a web page which provides a deal, to 

which said compensation can be provided; and 

indicating on a terminal of the user that said compensation is granted to the deal 
performed on said web page when said identification information of said web page requested 
by the user is stored by said storing. 

18. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 
storing an access history of the user accessing said portal site server with 

corresponding identification information of the user; and 

judging whether the deal is truly performed based on said access history stored by 
said storing step when the user applies for compensation for said deal; and 

paying said compensation to the user when said deal is truly performed. 

19. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 
storing an access history of the user accessing said portal site server with 

corresponding identification information of the user; and 

judging whether to grant said compensation to the user, based on a time of final access 
to said portal site server, using said access history. 

20. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 
storing information that specifies a time of final access to said portal site server by the 

user; and 

judging whether to grant compensation to the user, based on the time of final access to 
said portal site server, using said stored information. 

21. -22. (Cancelled), 

23. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 22, further comprising the step of: 
storing a total amount of sales of merchandise sold at said web page and a total 
amount of said insurance paid to the user for said merchandise, with corresponding 
merchandise identification information that identifies said merchandise; and 
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setting or updating an amount of said insurance for said merchandise according to a 
ratio of said total amount of said insurance to said total amount of sales. 

24. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 22, further comprising the steps of: 
storing a total amount of sales of merchandise sold at web pages operated by member 

stores and a number of times of granting said insurance to said merchandise sold by each 
member store with corresponding member store identification information that identifies said 
member store; and 

setting or updating a premium paid by said member store according to a ratio of said 
number of times of granting said insurance to said total amount of sales. 

25. {Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 24, wherein said step of setting or 
updating sets or updates an amount of compensation that can be paid to the user according to 
said ratio of said number of times of granting said insurance to said total amount of sales. 

26. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 22, further comprising the steps of: 
storing a total amount of sales of merchandise sold at web pages operated by member 

stores and an amount of said insurance paid to the user for said merchandise sold by said 
member stores with corresponding member store identification information that identifies 
each member store; and 

setting or updating a premium paid by said member store according to a ratio of said 
amount of said insurance paid to the user to said total amount of sales. 

27. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 26, wherein said step of setting or 
updating sets or updates an amount of compensation that can be paid to the user according to 
said ratio of said amount of insurance paid to the user to said total amount of sales. 

28. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 22, further comprising the steps of: 
storing a total amount of purchase of the user at said web page and a number of times 

of applying for said insurance by the user with corresponding user identification information 
that identifies the user; and 
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setting or updating an amount of compensation paid to the user according to a ratio of 
said number of times of applying for said insurance by the user to said total amount of 
purchase of the user. 

29. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 28, wherein said step of setting or 
updating sets or updates said amount of compensation that can be paid to the user according 
to said ratio of said number of times of applying for said insurance by the user to said total 
amount of purchase of the user. 

30. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 22 further comprising the steps of: 
storing a total amount of purchase of the user at said web page and an amount of 

compensation paid to the user with corresponding user identification information that 
identifies the user; and 

setting or updating an amount of compensation paid to the user according to a ratio of 
said amount of compensation paid to the user to said total amount of purchase of the user. 

31. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein said step of setting or 
updating sets or updates said amount of compensation that can be paid to the user according 
to said ratio of said amount of compensation paid to the user to said total amount of purchase 
of the user. 

32. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 23 or 24, wherein said step of setting 
or updating sets or updates coverage applied to said merchandise according to said ratio of 
said total amount paid as insurance for said merchandise to said total amount of sales for said 
merchandise. 

33. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 28, wherein said step of setting or 
updating sets or updates a limit for the user to purchase merchandise, to which said 
compensation can be paid, according to said ratio of said number of times of applying for 
said insurance by the user to said total amount of purchase. 

34. (Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein said step of setting or 
updating sets or updates a limit for the user to purchase merchandise, to which said 
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compensation can be paid, according to said ratio of said amount of compensation paid to the 
user to said total amount of purchase of the user. 

35. {Withdrawn) A method as claimed in claim 21, further comprising the steps of: 
storing a number of times of access to said portal site server by the user; and 

judging whether to provide said compensation to the user based on said number of times of 
access. 

36. (Cancelled). 

37. (Currently Amended): A server for a compensation-granting portal site on the 
Internet having a first URL, and connecting to a plurality of other servers through the Internet 
through which a user accesses directly to a member store web page from a user terminal, the 
server comprising: 

a user databas e configur e d to stor e information of each user corre s ponding to a user 

a compensation-granting database a member store database configured to store URL 
information of each member store in advance corresponding to the member store ID ; 

a deal data b as e co nfigured to store inf o rmation o f each deal corre s ponding to the 
m e mber s tore ID; 

an objected merchandise database configured to stor e information of each 
merchandise corresponding to th e merchandise ID; 

a communication interfac e configured to grant communication acces s to a user via 
said UPJj; 

a URL rewriting unit which receives a second URL of a web page upon a user's 
request rewriting said second URL to be linked to said first URL if the second URL 
requested by the user has been stored in the compensation-granting database, and transmits 
said rewritten URL to the user terminal. 

a history database for storing deal information relating a deal performed by the user 
on said web page having said second URL, and 

a compensation-granting unit for granting compensation relating the deal performed 
by the user on said web page having said second URL based on the deal information stored in 
the history database. 
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wherein said server for a the comp e nsation granting portal site proces s e s information 
stored in said us e r databas e , said m e mb e r store databas e , said d e al database, and said 
object e d m e rchandis e database according to e x e cutabl e instructions s tored in a CPU, ROM, 
and/or RAM, 

38. {Currently Amended): A method for granting compensation for a deal performed 
on the Internet for use with a compensation-granting portal site server connected to a plurality 
of other servers through the Internet through which a user access e s directly to a m e mb e r stor e 
w e b pag e from a user terminal, and having a first URL through which a user gains access to 
said compensation-granting portal site server, said method comprising: 

storing information of each user in a u s er database based on user ID, 

storing information of each member store in a member store database based on 

member store ID, 

st o ring i nf o rmation of each deal in a deal database based on the member store ID, 

storing information of each m erc han d ise in an objected merchandise database ba s ed 

process in ^4ftfefmatieft-sto r e d in s ai d user database, s aid member store database, said 

de al datab aser-afi d said o bj e c ted merchandise database according to executable instructions 
stored in a CPU, ROM, a n d/or R A M 

pre-storing URL information of each member store in a compensation-granting 
database: 

receiving a second URL of a web page upon a user's request; 

rewriting the second URL to be linked to the first URL if the second URL requested 
by the user has been stored in the compensation-granting database; 
transmitting the rewritten URL to the user terminal; 

storing deal information relating a deal performed by the user on the web page having 
the second URL in a history database; and 

granting compensation relating the deal performed by the user on the web page 
having the second URL based on the deal information stored in the history database . 

39. (New): A member store server for providing compensation to a deal that is 
performed by a user terminal on a web-page accessed which has jumped from an 
compensation-granting portal site that is operated by a compensation-granting portal site 
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server, said user terminal including a storing unit for storing information of the web page 
accessed by the user terminal comprising: 

a reading unit for reading information stored in the storing unit in the user terminal; 

a judging unit forjudging from the information read by the reading unit whether the 
web page from which the user terminal has jumped is the compensation-providing portal site 
or note; and 

a processing unit for providing the compensation to the deal if the judging unit judges 
that the user terminal has jumped from the compensation-granting portal site. 
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